
Speak Average Percent of RI
English Earnings Latino Population

VERY WELL $27,132 30.2%

WELL $23,132 21.2%

NOT WELL $12,263 33.7%

NOT AT ALL $7,520 14.8%

Table 3. English ability and earnings among Hispanics, 2006

Source: Poverty Institute analysis of American Community Survey data
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high school diplomas and 41% have never
attended either a two or four-year college.
(Table 2)

As education and training become increasingly
necessary for Rhode Islanders, public higher
education is growing increasingly unaffordable,
with tuitions rising two to three times as fast
as the rate of inflation. In the most recent
Measuring Up report from the National Center
for Public Policy and Higher Education, Rhode
Island received an F for public college afford-
ability, as did all the New England states. State
and local appropriations for higher education
amounted to only $5 per $1000 of state per-
sonal income in 2006, a 17% drop from 2000.
According to the report:

“ (Rhode Island’s) net college costs for low- 
and middle- income students to attend 
community colleges represent 45% of their 
annual family income. (Net college costs 
equal tuition, room, and board after financial 
aid.) For those students at public four-year 
colleges and universities, net college costs 
represent 58% of their annual family income.”3

Equally important is to implement policies and
programs to meet the needs of the state’s  grow-
ing immigrant population, most of whom are
from Spanish-speaking countries in South and
Central America.

Lack of fluency in English among Hispanics
severely depresses the earnings potential of this
growing population and contributes to relatively
high poverty rates in the Latino community.
Forty-eight percent of Latinos in Rhode Island
speak English poorly or not at all and those with
limited English earn only one-quarter to one-
half as much as those who speak English well or
very well.4 Investing in the skills of Rhode Island’s
immigrant workers is critical to attracting and
retaining jobs and ensuring that all state residents
are able to move up in the workforce.

The state also needs to increase opportunities
for native and foreign-born residents who have
not attained a high-school degree. Total state
and federal investment in Adult Basis Education
for services that include basic education, ESOL,

GED and transition to college is $10 million
and the system is expected to serve almost
10,000 Rhode Islanders in FY 08. Current serv-
ices fail to meet the demand for Adult Educa-
tion, which is estimated by the Rhode Island
Department of Education Office of Adult Ed
to be between 15,000 and 20,000.5

Further, most adult education programs meet
during working hours, making it difficult for
those with jobs to improve their skills.

Average Percent of RI
Educational Earnings Residents, 25-64
Attainment 2005 2005

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL $17,847 13.1%

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED $28,141 27.8%

SOME COLLEGE $34,566 27.3%

BACHELOR’S OR ADVANCED DEGREE $56,090 31.7%

Table 2. Earnings by educational attainment
for adults aged 25-64, 2005

Source: Poverty Institute analysis of American Community Survey and Current Population Survey




