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Spending & Caseload Trends for Work Support Programs  

 

Child Care Assistance Program:  Rhode Island state spending for child care assistance has 

dropped by 90% since 2005 ς from $57.1 million in 2005 to $4.2 million in 2008.    

Child care caseloads have declined rapidly since 2005 and are now below the level when the 

Starting RIte Program was created in 1997 -- 7,159 children receiving subsidies in 2007 to 6,810 

children receiving subsidies for 2010. 
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Cash Assistance Program (RI Works): State spending on cash assistance has been so 

severely eroded so that in FY 2010, no state dollars are being spent on cash assistance benefits  

 

Since federal welfare reform in 1997, wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ cash assistance caseloads have fallen by 

63% -- from 18,750 cases in 1997 to 6,913 in 2009.  After the new RI Works reforms in 2008, 

3,000 families lost benefits due to new stricter time limits and another 800 families are 

expected to lose benefits in June 2010.  


