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THE COST OF MEETING BASIC NEEDS FOR FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS
Single Parent* Two-Parent* Single Adult

Housing $1,020                     $1,020                  $874

Food $594 $846 $301

Transportation $386 $497 $258

Childcare $1,314 $1,314 $0

Medical $251 $251 $93

Misc. + Sales Tax $381 $421 $164

Total $3,946 $4,349 $1,690

YEARLY $47,352 $52,188 $20,280

*Assumes two children, a toddler and school-aged child. 

While essentials such as phone, clothing, shoes and

paper products are accounted for, the RISN does not

include the cost of child enrichment activities like school

trips, participation in team sports, music or art lessons.

Finally, the RISN does not include any funds for vaca-

tions, birthdays, holidays or other special occasions. 

The RISN shows the impact of tax credits (including the

Earned Income Tax Credit), near cash payments (such

as Food Stamps) and subsidies available to help families

and individuals meet basic needs (such as subsidized

child care and RIte Care).
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*Assumes two children, a toddler and school-aged child. 




