
Single Parent Family: A single parent with two young

children who earns twice the minimum wage, $14.81/

hour ($30,800 annually, 175% of the federal poverty

level), is eligible for subsidized child care and health

care for herself and her children.  This family has a

gap between income and expenses of $48/month. 

A parent earning an additional 84 cents / hour ($146/

month) (185% of the federal poverty level) is ineligible

for subsidized child care and health care and the gap

between income and expenses for her family is

$1,114/month.i

Two-Parent Family: For a two-parent family, in which

both parents are working full time, work supports help

narrow, but do not close, the gap between earnings and

expenses for families earning less than $38,160/year

(180% of the federal poverty level).  The loss of subsi-

dized child care for families with income above this level

creates a gap of up to $1,179/month.  

Single Adult:  A single adult earning minimum wage has

income too high to qualify for the Earned Income Tax

Credit or Food Stamps.

There is no health care

subsidy for adults without

children.  The gap between

income and expenses is

just under $600 a month.

Adults with disabilities or

age 65 and older who rely

on SSI benefits for their

support have a gap be-

tween income and expens-

es of over $600 / month.

For these adults, who have

been determined unable to

work, Food Stamps cover

only about one-half the

cost of food and a one-

bedroom apartment is be-

yond their means.

KEY FINDINGS

WHAT IT COSTS FOR RHODE ISLAND 
HOUSEHOLDS TO MAKE ENDS MEET:

Single Parent Family:  It costs $47,352 for a single par-

ent to meet basic needs.  The parent needs earnings of

more than $52,800 (300% of the federal poverty level)

to meet this budget without government subsidies.

Two-Parent Family: It costs $52,188 for a two-parent

household to meet basic needs.  The family needs earn-

ings of more than $58,300 (275% of the federal poverty

level) to meet this budget without government subsidies. 

Single Adult:  It costs $20,280 for a single adult to meet

basic needs with earnings of over $20,800 (200% of  the

federal poverty level) to meet this budget. 

EXAMPLES OF HOW WORK SUPPORTS HELP:

The RISN shows how work supports, especially subsi-

dized child care and health care, help narrow the gap

between earnings and the cost of meeting basic needs for

working families.  

SUBSIDIES HELP FAMILIES WITH LOWER WAGES MAKE ENDS MEET,
BUT DO NOT CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN EARNINGS AND EXPENSES

Single parent earning $2,567/month or $14.81/hour (175% FPL)

With Subsidies Without Subsidies

Housing $1,020 $1,020

Food $594 $594

Transportation $386 $386

Child Care $205 $1,314

Health Insurance $85 $251

Misc. & Sales Tax $381 $381

Total Expenses $2,671 $3,946

Net Income $2,623 $2,623

DIFFERENCE – $48                 – $1,323

THE 2008 RHODE ISLAND STANDARD OF NEED

3




